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SPIRIT 
Dear church family 

Right now, the college-age ministry is studying through        
1 Corinthians and I will tell you that I am deeply challenged 
on many levels as we make our way through this epistle. 

One of  the things we discussed this past month was how 
Paul addressed the church [in 1 Corinthians 3] as “mere 
infants in Christ.”  He said, “Brothers, I could not address 
you as spiritual but as worldly—mere infants in Christ. I gave 

you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still 

not ready.” (1 Cor. 3:1-2) 

Here’s what he tells the church: “Many of you are living like spiritual babies.” 

Now, I know a thing or two about babies since Michelle and I just had our 
third child who was born six months ago. Every day, our daughter Alyssa 
eats, sleeps, poops, pees, and cries if  she needs something. That’s all she 
does and we expect her to be like that for a while. But, if in 10 years Alyssa is 
still wearing diapers and crying when she needs something — that’s not cute 
any more, right?  It’s f ine when they’re a baby, but when they get older it’s 
like, “C’mon now, you need to feed yourself . Be productive. Become mature.”  
Because immaturity is this: “Everybody looks af ter me, feeds me, cares for 
me and when I walk into a room, I always need constant attention and 
affection and help.”  On the other hand, a mature person realizes, “You know 
what, I don’t need everybody to give to me. I can give to them. I can serve. I 
can contribute.”  

And, that’s basically what Paul is telling the Corinthians.  “You guys are still 
like spiritual babies. Even though you’ve been Christians for a couple of  
years, you’re still not giving f inancially. You’re not praying. You’re not 
serving. You’re not reading your Bible. You’re not doing anything.”  And Paul 
says, “I’m not condemning you for being immature. I’m condemning you for 
staying immature.” 

Now, I know we all have issues and areas of  life where greater discipline and 
cooperation with the Holy Spirit is needed for maturity to take place, but my 
question to all of  us, in light of this passage, is this: How and when do you 
intend to become mature?  I ask this because, as I see it, we need you to 
disciple others.  We need you to lead our small groups and teach our Sunday 
school classes.  To use the gifts God has given you to build up the Body and 
affect change in our youth ministry and our children’s ministry. To become 
godly men and women, husbands and wives, fathers and mothers, leaders in 
the home, in the church, in the workplace and in the world. You are needed. I 
hope you sense some urgency to do what it takes to grow in Christ-like 
character for the glory of God and for the advancement of the Kingdom in our 
city. 

In Christ Alone, 
Chris Koga 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
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One of the important functions of your Board of Deacons is 
monitoring the f inancial health of  our church. In January 2012, 
our church experienced a large and unexpected dip in 
revenue which marked the start of  a trend of  lower giving. 
This concerned your Board. We ended 2012 with a signif icant 
surplus, but we were curious as to whether we would see a 
repeat of January 2012 at the beginning of this New Year. It 
was with relief  that our new Treasurer Wes Harada reported, 
January income did not dip as it did last year. We hope this positive trend will 
continue for the remainder of the year. 

Disbursing the surplus 

As noted in the January 2013 Board Report, we ended 2012 with a surplus of  
$27,194 (later updated to $32,194). Pastor Steve Langley recommended we 
designate $10,000 of this surplus to fund the GVBC 100th Anniversary activities 
next year. The balance would be used to help pay down the mortgage owed on 
one of  the church rental properties at 15817 La Salle Ave. Your Board approved 
a motion to make this recommendation to the membership. 

Reaching out to our inactive members 

There are a number of individuals who are on the church’s membership roll who 
have not participated in church life for quite some time. Pastor Annette 
Kakimoto presented an overview of  our church’s renewed efforts to reach out to 
our inactive members and to determine the type of relationship, if any, they 
want to have with our congregation. This process is aimed at encouraging the 
inactive members to reactivate their membership. If  it is determined the member 
no longer wishes to be part of  our congregation, then the member’s name will 
be presented to your Board for possible removal f rom the church’s membership 
list in accordance with the mandates of  our church constitution. When 
completed, this process will result in a more accurate membership roster so we 
can have a truer picture of  our membership prof ile. 

Improve GVBC shepherding and pastoral aspects 

Another aspect of this process is an increased emphasis, at the leadership and 
congregational levels, on early identification of  individuals who stop coming to 
church. This involves instituting better care for our members before they drop 
out and doing better follow-up with people who are missing. We also want to 
help people communicate what is going on in their lives. In short, we want to 
improve the shepherding and pastoral aspects of identifying people who are 
missing f rom our congregational life and addressing their needs. 

100th Anniversary announcements 

I gave an update on the activities of  the 100th Anniversary Committee. We have 
selected a theme and a scripture passage which we will introduce to the 
congregation at the Annual Business Meeting on Sunday, February 24 at   
12:30 p.m. in the Community Hall. I also provided an update on the activities of  
the Parking Ad Hoc Committee, which has been working on improving the 
parking situation for our members and neighbors. 

Until Next Month . . .  
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THE MMBB RECOGNIZED GVBC WITH 

THE WIDOW’S MITE AWARD 

Photos by Scott Fujimoto 

On Sunday, February 3 the Ministers & 
Missionaries Benef it Board Financial Services 
[MMBB] recognized our church congregation for 
steadfast 10-year commitment to promoting the 
Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering 
[RMMO]. The Rev. Dr. Perry J. Hopper f rom the 
New York MMBB off ice presented the Widow’s 
Mite Award to GVBC, noting we raised $89,793 
over the past 10 years. 

“The Widow’s Mite award goes to a 
congregation which ref lects the spirit of 
thankfulness and generosity which Jesus talks 
about in Luke 21:1-4,” explained Rev. Hopper. 
“Gardena Valley Baptist Church embodies this 
spirit. Your church’s consistent commitment to 
ministers and missionaries who self lessly 
dedicated themselves to Christ’s work is 
inspiring.” 

Our Senior Pastor, Steve Langley, stated during a phone call f rom a representative of  MMBB, “GVBC is a 
historically Japanese multigenerational church. We deeply 
value the bonds and ministry of all of our past and present 
clergy and congregation members. GVBC is a place where 
one remains part of  our family, even well past parting.” 

GVBC accepts the offering every February and adopts a 
Valentine’s Day theme of  “We Love You . . . .” To promote 
the RMMO, Pastor Steve sends out a letter with a RMMO 
offering envelope. “So, if the Lord lays it on your heart to 
give, then give as the Lord leads you. We cannot designate 
to just those who retired f rom GVBC. It all goes for the 

common good,” Pastor Steve continued. 
“GVBC’s congregation has always been 
supportive, especially when it comes to 
giving to someone in need. Our members 
open their hearts, honestly and willingly, and 
are always ready to lend a hand or dollar.” 

The Widow’s Mite Award ref lects the spirit of 
thankfulness and generosity. 

(L) Rev. Dr. Perry Hopper, David Cheng, Moderator, 

Sanaye Nagami, Missions, Pastor Eiji Osato, Nichigo, 

and Senior Pastor Steve Langley 

Some of GVBC’s RMMO recipients with Rev. Dr. Hopper and 

David Cheng: (L) Pastor Ron & Anne Matsuda, Mrs. Denko 

Hirose, June & Rev. Sam Tonomura, and (f ront) Mrs. Molly 
Nishimoto 

The Widow’s Mite Award 
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A SPECIAL VALENTINES 

FOR OUR WIDOWS 
BY SUSIE SHELLEY 

On Sunday, February 10 the Elementary Children’s 
Ministry held a very sweet and special Valentine’s 
Sweetheart’s Snack for the widow’s of our church af ter 
the f irst service. 

Being a widow myself , I was also invited to attend this 
precious event. 

The children were very attentive and helpful, getting 
our coffee or juice and water. Each placemat had a 
personalized Valentine card which we were able to 
take home along with a vase of  roses. My card went up 
on my ref rigerator and I’m sure many other ladies did 
the same with theirs. 

The food was wonderful and abundant. This event 
needs to be titled “Sweetheart’s Breakfast” because 
there was more delicious food than just a snack. 

All of us widows want to say a big THANK YOU to 
Susan Wakuta, Carol Allen, all the wonderful mother’s 
who took the time to prepare our meal, and especially 
to the beautiful children who made our Valentine’s very 
special. We def initely felt loved and pampered. 

(L) Denko Hirose, Martha Tanji, 

and Nancy Watanabe 

Photos by Silvio Carrara 

(L) Molly Nishimoto and Kazie Nakaishi 

(L) Nichigo Members Yoshiko Endo and 

Kiyoko Tanizaki with Toy Sato 

(L) Mae Asato with Alma Watanabe 

(L) Josephine Ogawa, Amy Kato, and 

Susie Shelley 
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OUR MISSION FIELD 

Ken and Diane Kudo, SEPAL Sao Paulo Brazil 

Bin, a woman f rom the Philippines, recently came to know Christ in Sao 
Paulo. Before coming to Sao Paulo, Bin went to work in Japan, sending 
money back to the Philippines to support her family. In Japan, Bin f irst 
married a Japanese man, but the marriage did not last. After her divorce, 
Bin met a "Sansei" (third generation Japanese-Brazilian) named Oswaldo. 
They soon married and moved to Brazil. 

At the Kudos' church, Bin and Oswaldo attend Evangelistic Bible Study 
(EBS). Bin's EBS is led by Lucia, a teacher f rom the church. Oswaldo's EBS 

is led by an engineer. 

After about one year of EBS, both Bin and Oswaldo made decisions to accept Christ. They now attend 
discipleship sessions and have been so transformed that they have been evangelizing to relatives and 
f riends. 

There's also good news about Bin's EBS teacher, Lucia. Lucia is preparing to move to Cambodia where 
she will serve as a fulltime missionary. 

"Please pray that BIN and OSWALDO will continue to follow Christ as their Lord, and that they become 
fishers of men and women with the love of  Christ," writes Ken. 

Pete and Sheryl Silzer, Wycliffe Bible Translator 

As an educational administrator, Pete continues to enjoy his job. The job affords 
him the opportunity to meet and work with people f rom around the world. He 
continues to be active in the Monterey Peninsula Community Gospel Choir. 
Through Pete's art studio and art, he is able to share his faith as well. 

As a multicultural consultant, Sheryl continues to travel around the world. In 
January, Sheryl served in Mexico. Other countries, she plans to visit this year are 
Korea (f rom March to April), Malaysia (in May), Papua New Guinea (f rom August 

to September) and Australia (in November). In June she plans to come to Los Angeles. 

Sheryl will also be busy presenting at the International Language and Culture Congress in Colorado 
Springs; the Missionary Personnel Conference in Dallas; the Evangelical Theological Society in 
Baltimore; and the Multicultural Ministries of  the Salvation Army in Chicago. The most exciting part for 
Sheryl is hearing f rom past workshop participants how they incorporated into their personal lives and 
ministries what they learned. In addition to speaking at the above conferences, Sheryl will also be a 
guest lecturer in the Talbot School of Theology's new Doctor of  Ministry Asian American ministry 
program. 

The Silzers' children, their spouses, and grandchildren are all doing well. In December, Pete had a 
slight fall, but is now f ine. Sheryl still struggles with diabetes, however, her overall blood sugar numbers 
are improved. Thank you for keeping the Kudos, Silzers, and all our missionaries in your prayers. 

Congratulations to new parents 

� Brian & Hang Kwan Wong (our past Elementary Children’s Director). Here is the 
announcement: Dear f riends and family, We want to welcome baby James into the world. He 

was born on February 19 at 9:31a.m. He is 18.5 inches long and weighs in at a healthy 6 lbs. 

14 oz. Hang Kwan came out of  surgery beautifully and is now resting with baby James. Thank 

you for your prayers. Thank you and God bless. In Christ Jesus our Lord, Brian, Hang Kwan 

and Baby James 

FAMILY NEWS 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in 
the subject line]. You can also contact 
event leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

� WANTED: Voices for the Adult Choir 

The GVBC choir is now accepting men & women 
(high school age and up) who love to sing and/or 
would love to learn to sing. No experience needed. 
Music director Gayle Asato will work with you in a 
group setting or one-on-one in your home f ree of  
charge. Performing during GVBC services and/or 
events is optional, not mandatory. We meet every: 
Thursday night at 7:00 p.m. in Room 250. No 
signups needed. Just come and join us. For 
questions or info contact Susie Shelley, Choir 
Director, ext. 673 or susie@gvbc,net. 

� GVBC Bilingual Saturday Worship Services 

Saturday, March 9, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. Every second 
Saturday of  the month. The next one is on Saturday, 
April 13. Refreshments served in Room 201 af ter 
the service. Everyone welcome. Contact Pastor 
Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net. 

� Daylight Savings March 10, spring forward 1 hr.  

� Classes at GVBC 
101 Class Membership and Baptism, Sunday, 

March 10, 12:30 p.m. For high school age and up. 
For those seeking information about GVBC and 

who would like to become a member and/or be 

baptized. Taught by Pastor Steve Langley and 
Layne Wakuta. A light lunch is provided before 

class. Register by checking off the appropriate 

box on the back of your Connection form or 

contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 or e-mail her at: 
gvbc@gvbc.net [Class number in the subject 

line]. 

� M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Missions) 

♦ March 16 - 17 two-day trip to San Telmo 

♦ May 18, Sat. one-day trip to Tijuana 

♦ October 5, Sat. one-day trip to Tijuana 

♦ Dec 20-22 three-day trip to San Telmo  

We are collecting soap and shampoo samples all 
year long for the Mexico Missions' trips. If you 
stay in a hotel and are able to donate your extra 
soap and shampoo, please bring them to the 
church office and label with “Teresa Matsushima.”  
Place it behind Jan Magnani’s desk on the table 
in the office. God bless. [NOTE: a U.S. passport is 
required. Spanish is helpful, but not required]. 
Contact Teresa Matsushima: treesaw47@gmail.com 

� Prime Timer’s Tours 

• April 9 (Tuesday) Space Shuttle Endeavor. Cost: 
$99 per person. Depart 10:15 a.m., return 
approx. 5:00 p.m. Payment Due: March 3. 

• May 16 (Thursday) Rail ‘n Sail (San Diego). 
Cost: $115 per person. Depart 7:30 a.m., return 
approx. 7:00 p.m. Payment Due: March 28. 

NOTE:  Cost of tours includes gratuity to 
motorcoach driver and are based on 19 to 29 
passengers. If we have more than 29 passengers, 
the rate will be less per person. Please make 
checks payable to GVBC [tour name in subject line]. 
Contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

� SAVE THESE DATES (more info to follow): 

• Youth Winter Camp Friday, March 1 to Sunday, 
March 3 

• Palm Sunday: March 24 

• Maundy Thursday: March 28 

• Good Friday Service: March 29 

• Workday Saturday, April 6 

• Easter Flowers Decoration Saturday, March 30 

• Easter Sunday: March 31 

• Women’s Retreat: April 20-21. Grand Vista Hotel, 
Simi Valley. Registration from Mar. 3 - 24. 

• JEMS Mr. Hermon Summer Conference: Sunday, 
June 30 to Saturday, July 6. You may sign up to 
attend the conference by going to the JEMS website 
at www.jems.org. For questions contact Cynthia at: 
cynthiat@jems.org. 

• Vacation Bible School: July 15 to July 19. Our 

theme is “SonWest Roundup: a study of Exodus.” 

• Youth Summer Camp: middle school & high school, 
at Alpine Conference Center, August 4 - 9 

 

DON’T FORGET 

Annual Business Meeting 

Sunday, February 24 

12:30-1:30 p.m. 

Right after the 2nd worship service 

Community Hall 

This is an important meeting. We need a 

quorum of GVBC members to attend. 
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Issue 5 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, March 6. 
Hard copies will then be available in the Narthex and Community Hall. 
All articles should be submitted by Sunday, March 3. 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

Women’s Retreat 
Forgiveness . . . A Journey to Freedom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

April 20 — 21, 2013 

Grand Vista Hotel 

Simi Valley, CA 

Cost: $110.00/double occupancy 

 $150.00/single occupancy 

 

Space is limited so register early! Sorry, NO REFUNDS 

 

Registration starts March 3 and ends March 24 after the worship services in the Courtyard. 

 

Financial assistance available. Contact Pastor Annette Kakimoto at annette@gvbc.net or 

(310) 323-5683, ext. 680. 

 

Retreat Speakers:  Jessie Carrara 

Nancy Langley 

Edna Uratsu 



┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 

 

 

Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Youth, ex t. 681 

Eiji Osato , Associate Pastor  — Nichigo , ext. 676 

James Chang , Assis tan t Pasto r — Neighbo rhood, ex t. 682 

Annette Kakimo to, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Developmen t, ex t. 680 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Layne Wakuta, Pasto ral In tern  — Middle School,ex t.684  

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children ’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

J.J . Frey, Worship  Coordinato r (pt)  

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tan t, ext. 675  

Jan  Magnani, Secretary, ex t. 671 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo  Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt)  

Aubrey  Matsunami, Chris tian Educ. Secretary , ext. 678 (pt)  

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor , ext. 673 (pt)  

Kevin Hatashi ta, Main tenance Asst. ( pt)  

Socorro  “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

Kevin Maeda, Main tenance Ass t. (pt)  

Gerald  Mayewaki, Main tenance Asst. (pt)  

Andrew Sunada, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

�Nichigo  Japanese-speaking Service@10:45am Sanctuary  
 

 
Sunday, February 24 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ John 3:1-21 
 

Sunday, March 3/Communion 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ John 3:22-36 
 

Sunday, March 10 

Daylight Savings Time begins (spring forward one hour) 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ John 4:1-26 

 
Sunday, March 17/St. Patrick’s Day 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ John 4:27-42 

 
English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Room 206. 


